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PoliƟ cs is deeply unpopular today and poliƟ cians are poorly regarded. Membership of parƟ es 
and voƟ ng turnout are lower than ever. At the same Ɵ me demagogues and naƟ onalist leaders 
are achieving signifi cant infl uence. This new book of essays provides a much needed liberal 
perspecƟ ve on current poliƟ cs. Sponsored by the liberal think tank, the John Stuart Mill InsƟ tute, 
it brings together twenty-one writers on their parƟ cular specialist subjects. They include Ross 
Finnie on federalism, Sir Lawrence Freedman on defence, David Howarth on the consƟ tuƟ on, Bob 
Marshall-Andrews on civil liberƟ es, Sir Vince Cable on immigraƟ on, Andrea Coomber KC on prison 
reform and Gordon Lishman on community and non-conformity. 

In a world full of threats and uncertainƟ es the book responds posiƟ vely to many of society’s 
poliƟ cal, economic and cultural problems. Liberalism may oŌ en seem to be on the defensive, and 
is someƟ mes unheard when faced with insurgent populism and naƟ onalist forces. Yet most of 
the poliƟ cal and economic benefi ts that BriƟ sh people enjoy today are the legacy of progressive 
liberal ideas and iniƟ aƟ ves implemented over the last two centuries.

Liberal values are today challenged and endangered. Ben Wood and Paul Hindley, the books co-
editors, believe that a lack of a rigorous exposiƟ on of liberal philosophy and values has leŌ  the 
fi eld open to illiberal and undemocraƟ c poliƟ cal trends. This book aims to fi ll that gap.


