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Local historian and geographer, ANTHONY SILSON, provides
a fascinating look at how the various lakes, ponds, dams and
reservoirs came to exist in Leeds. Where they are, who made
them, for what purpose and which ones can still be found today
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Leeds Lakes and Ponds

Anthony Silson has
been a Leeds resident
for most of his eighty
plus years. He studied
geography at the
University of Liverpool
and after obtaining a
PGCE he taught teens
geography in Barnsley, Bradford and Leeds.

Leeds is well known for its green spaces
and nature reserves, but until this book its
many stretches of water have not been well
documented. Now Anthony Silson has put
together a compendium of the lakes and
ponds of Leeds. He notes that the majority
have been created rather than occurring
naturally and sets out the background and
the history of key examples.
Anthony Silson has produced a study on an
entirely new subject for research and it is an
important addition to the local history and
geography of Leeds.
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He has written and published over thirty
articles, including The Number of Days with
Thunder Heard in Bramley, West Yorkshire
1962-2010 (2011), and Forced Rhubarb in West
Yorkshire c.1852-2017 (2019). His published
books include: The Making of the West Yorkshire
Landscape (2003), The Green Spaces of Bramley
(2006), and Bramley in West Yorkshire 1775 to
2020 (2020).
It was whilst writing The Making of the West
Yorkshire Landscape that he realised just how
many lakes there were in Leeds and how so
many had been recently made.
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